RECYCLING
PROJECT
This project enables you to make a gorgeous pillar candle using recycled wax. The
candle is 11cm (4+ inches) tall by 6cm (2+ inches) wide at the bottom and it burns
beautifully.
You will need these materials:
✔

Candle wick (LX16)

✔

An old coloured pillar candle (we used a red one)  do not use a soy candle

✔

15g stearin (optional but recommended)

✔

135g blended paraffin wax

✔

a wick pin or pencil and a little blutack

...and this equipment
✔

A pillar candle mould

✔

2 old saucepans, one smaller than the other. Or a double boiler/porringer set

Method
1.

1/3rd fill the bigger saucepan with water and put it on the heat

2.

Place the stearin and pillar candle wax in the small pan and place it within the
larger pan to melt. No dye is used

3.

Take your old coloured candle and carefully cut it into chunks of around 1cm
in size. You'll find this much easier if the wax is fairly soft. You need 100g of
chunks if you're using our mould

4. Thread your wick through the hole in the bottom of the mould and seal it with
blutack
5. Pull the wick tight and place across a wick pin or pencil so that it is central. Fix
it to the side of the pillar mould with a blob of blutack
6. Arrange the chunks around the wick, ensuring that it remains straight. Fill the
mould with chunks to around 1.5 cm of the top
7. Place the prepared mould onto newspaper and, once the paraffin wax has
melted, pour it into the mould ensuring that all the chunks are completely
covered. You should have around 20% of paraffin wax left at this point
8. Leave the mould to completely cool. You'll notice that the wax drops around
the wick, forming a tunnel. Reheat and pour the remaining paraffin wax into
the tunnel.
9. Leave the mould to cool again. Once it's cool (after an hour or so), place it in
the fridge for at least 2 more hours or, preferably, overnight.
10. Remove the blutack and wick pin and the candle should release from the mould
by tapping the base of the mould (the wider part). If it doesn't come out easily,
pop the candle in the freezer for 30 mins before trying again.
The end result is a beautiful candle. When you light it, the wick burns the red chunks
(or whatever colour the old candle was), forming a pool of coloured liquid. Let us know
how you get on or of any variations you've come up with.

